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Scale of the issue

}Takes a lot to put food on our tables

}Resources, GHGs

}Occurs all along the supply chain

}30% of food produced is wasted

}In Ireland, 1 million tonnesé



Waste Characterisation 2018

}Commercial:

} Increase in separate food waste collection (66,000t compared to 

43,000t in 2008) and food donation but over 30% of residual waste is 

food + also some in recycling

}Need for further uptake of brown bin and improved segregation on site

}Household:

}Significant increase in organic waste collected in brown bin (113,000t vs 

19,000 in 2008)

}Decrease in food waste in residual bin, 14% is food (vs 24% in 2008)



Tackling Food Waste - response

}UN Sustainable Development Goal 12.3

SDG 12.3: “By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the 

retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses along 

production and supply chains , including post -harvest losses”



Tackling Food Waste - response

}EU legislation ðCircular Economy Action plan

}National food waste prevention programmes

}Monitor & report food waste (Delegated Act)

}Reduce food waste (SDG 12.3)



EU Food Losses & Waste Platform

ÅEstablished 2016 

ÅCross-sectoral collaboration

ÅDonation guidelines

ÅFood waste measurement methodology

ÅImproving date marking practices

ÅSharing best practice -> recommendations for action on food 

waste prevention (end 2019)



Tackling Food Waste ςLǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ

}Food waste is a priority topic 

identified in Irelandõs National Waste 

Prevention Programme

}Climate Action Plan



Tackling Food Waste ςLǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ
}Stop Food Waste:

}Awareness raising

}Training:

}Measuring

}Planning

}Purchasing

}Storage

}Serving & using leftovers



Tackling Food Waste ςLǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ

}Forum on Food Waste (2014, 2017, 2019)

}Working together for solutions

}Food Waste Charter

}Collective commitment

}Retail Action Group

}Fostering sectoral approach to data & actions



} Adhere to the food waste hierarchy, prioritising the prevention of food 

waste. 

} Build an awareness and understanding of food waste and its issues. 

} Promote innovative food waste prevention solutions. 

} Implement technical and behavioural interventions to reduce food 

waste. 

} Gather and share reliable and accurate food waste information to 

identify areas for improvement and to measure progress.

Food Waste Charter ςretail sector

Emerging data set 
Category Total (tonnes)

Produce 9,345

Bakery 4,685

Meat, Fish and Poultry 2,663

Impulse 525

Grocery 721

Beers, Wines & Spirits 667

Dairy 1,689

Prepared foods 3,903

24,199



Tackling Food Waste ςLǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ

}Sectoral studies and demonstration of good practice 

(e.g. waste characterisation, commercial food waste, 

healthcare)

}Research (data, technology, market development)

}International collaboration (EU Platform, REFRESH, FUSIONS)



Tackling Food Waste - measuring

}Monitor & report food waste (Delegated Act)

}First reporting year 2020, due by mid -2022

Stage of the food supply chain

Food waste generated
Sent to sewer/ 

wastewater

Sent to 

redistribution

Transformed 

in to feed
Total (t)

Edible fraction 

(t)

1. Primary Production

2. Processing and manufacturing

3. Distribution (including retail)

4. Restaurants and food services

5. Households



Tackling Food Waste - data

Primary 

production

Manufacturing & 

processing
Commercial Households

????
??

~500,000 ð700,000 t?
250,000 t 200,000 t



Tackling Food Waste ςhow?

}At business level:

}Proper segregation and reduced 

contamination of recycling

}Measuring Food Waste

Frans Timmermans : òTo deliver change, we have to be able to properly measure food waste”. 



Tackling Food Waste ςhow?

}Working together for solutions

}Partnership, cross -sectoral collaboration

}Combine expertise

}Commitment (e.g. voluntary agreements)

}Sectoral champions, leading by example

}Public and private sector

}Technology adoption

}Training & support

}Best practice case studies (waste prevention & redistribution)



Tackling Food Waste ςhow?

}Innovation & research

} Innovation for a Circular Economy Fund

}EPA research

}Behaviour change

}Consumer

}Workforce

}Policy & legislation

}Monitoring and reporting (EU legislation, incl. targets)



Tackling Food Waste ςhow?

}The target is challengingé

500,000 tonnes less food waste / year by 2030

}The time frame is tighté

only 10 years to achieve this

}average 45,000t reductions every year until 2030

}Would an interim target help?...

Scotland: reduce food waste by 33% by 2025
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Ireland, from farm to fork: where no good food goes to waste


